Global E-Journal of Social Scientific Research
Vol. 2| Issue 2 | February 2026 | pp 29-33

GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND HISTORY: TRANSFORMING
HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND INTERPRETATION

Nelisa Carls

MA . Archaeology and Heritage Management
B R Ambedkar University, Delhi
nelisacarls09@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

The emergence of generative artificial intelligence (AI) has begun to reshape historical
research, documentation, and interpretation. Generative Al systems are capable of producing
human-like text, images, and analytical summaries based on large datasets, enabling historians
to analyze vast collections of historical records more efficiently. While these technologies offer
new opportunities for digital historiography, archival analysis, and historical reconstruction,
they also raise significant methodological and ethical concerns related to authenticity, bias, and
the reliability of Al-generated narratives. This article examines the intersection of generative
Al and historical scholarship, exploring how Al tools are transforming the study of history
while highlighting the challenges that historians must address to maintain academic rigor and
historical accuracy.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The study of history has traditionally relied on the interpretation of archival materials, primary
documents, and historical narratives constructed by scholars. Over time, technological
innovations such as photography, digitization, and the internet have significantly expanded the
tools available to historians. The recent emergence of generative artificial intelligence
represents another major transformation in historical research.

Generative Al systems are capable of analyzing large datasets and generating textual
summaries, historical reconstructions, and analytical interpretations. These capabilities have
attracted increasing attention within the field of digital humanities, where scholars explore the
integration of computational technologies into historical research.

As historians increasingly adopt digital tools, generative Al is becoming an important
instrument for analyzing large volumes of historical texts, digitized archives, and cultural
artifacts. However, this technological shift also raises questions about the reliability of Al-
generated interpretations and the role of human historians in shaping historical knowledge.
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2. THE EVOLUTION OF DIGITAL HISTORY

The integration of technology into historical research began with the development of digital
archives and databases in the late twentieth century. Libraries, museums, and academic
institutions started digitizing historical documents, photographs, and manuscripts, making
them accessible to researchers worldwide.

Digital humanities projects have enabled historians to analyze historical data using
computational methods such as text mining, network analysis, and geographic information
systems (GIS). These approaches allow scholars to identify patterns and relationships within
historical datasets that might otherwise remain unnoticed.

Generative Al represents the next stage in this technological evolution. Instead of merely
analyzing historical data, Al systems can generate narratives, reconstruct missing information,
and assist researchers in interpreting historical events.

3. APPLICATIONS OF GENERATIVE AI IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH
3.1 Archival Analysis

Historical archives often contain millions of documents, letters, and manuscripts that require
extensive analysis. Generative Al can assist historians by summarizing large collections of
documents and identifying relevant themes within archival materials.

Al-driven text analysis tools can process historical texts quickly, enabling researchers to
explore vast datasets and uncover new insights about historical events, social movements, and
cultural transformations.

3.2 Historical Reconstruction

Generative Al can also assist in reconstructing historical narratives. By analyzing available
data, Al models can generate possible interpretations of historical events or reconstruct missing
parts of incomplete records.

For example, historians studying ancient civilizations or damaged manuscripts may use Al
tools to reconstruct lost texts or predict missing portions of historical documents.

3.3 Language Translation and Preservation

Many historical documents are written in ancient or obsolete languages. Generative Al tools
can assist historians by translating historical texts and making them accessible to modern
audiences.

Al-based language models can analyze linguistic patterns and generate translations that help
scholars interpret historical sources more effectively.
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3.4 Public History and Digital Exhibitions

Museums and cultural institutions are increasingly using Al technologies to create interactive
historical exhibitions. Generative Al can generate narratives, visual reconstructions, and
educational materials that enhance public engagement with history.

These technologies allow museums to present historical content in immersive and interactive
formats, helping audiences better understand complex historical contexts.

4. CHALLENGES AND ETHICAL CONCERNS

Despite its potential benefits, the use of generative Al in historical research raises several
challenges.

4.1 Reliability and Accuracy

Generative Al systems rely on training data, which may contain inaccuracies or incomplete
information. As a result, Al-generated historical narratives may sometimes include errors or
misleading interpretations.

Historians must therefore critically evaluate Al outputs and verify them against primary
sources.

4.2 Algorithmic Bias

Al models may reproduce biases present in their training datasets. Historical datasets
themselves often reflect the perspectives of dominant social groups, which can lead to biased
representations of marginalized communities.

Scholars must remain aware of these biases when using Al tools for historical analysis.
4.3 Authorship and Intellectual Responsibility

Another important issue concerns authorship. If Al systems generate historical narratives or
research summaries, questions arise about who should receive credit for the work.

Maintaining transparency about the role of Al in research is essential for preserving academic
integrity.

5. GENERATIVE AI AND THE FUTURE OF HISTORIOGRAPHY

The integration of generative Al into historical research may significantly reshape the field of
historiography. Historians may increasingly collaborate with Al systems to analyze complex
datasets, explore new research questions, and develop innovative interpretations of historical
events.

Rather than replacing historians, generative Al is likely to function as a powerful research
assistant that enhances human analytical capabilities. Human scholars will remain essential for
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interpreting historical evidence, evaluating sources, and constructing meaningful historical
narratives.

The future of historical research will therefore depend on a balanced approach that combines
technological innovation with rigorous scholarly methodology.

6. CONCLUSION

Generative artificial intelligence is transforming the field of historical research by enabling
scholars to analyze vast collections of historical data, reconstruct historical narratives, and
enhance public engagement with history. These technologies offer significant opportunities for
advancing historical scholarship and expanding access to historical knowledge.

However, the use of generative Al also raises important methodological and ethical challenges
related to accuracy, bias, and academic responsibility. Historians must therefore approach Al
tools with critical awareness and ensure that technological innovation does not compromise the
integrity of historical research.

By integrating generative Al responsibly, historians can harness the potential of digital
technologies while preserving the fundamental principles of historical scholarship
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